Hints on Transliteration (and Pronunciation)

[For the esteemed readers of this book who do not know at all
or are not fully familiar with the Sanskrit alphabet, the
following guidance on transliteration is provided.]

In this book, the Devanagari (i.e.Sanskrit) characters are
transliterated according to the scheme adopted by the
International Congress of Orientalists at Athens in 1912 and
since then generally acknowledged to be the only rational and
satisfactory scheme. In it, the inconsistency, irregularity and
redundance of English spelling are ruled out; f, q, w, X, and z are
not called to use; one fixed value is given to each letter; the third
letter of the English alphabet viz. ¢ which serves or stands for
two very different sounds even in a single word, as for example
circle & circus or cancer & cancel is reserved for the sound in
words such as chair, cheese, church, etc, the present sounds of ¢
as above being represented by s and krespectively.

According to this scheme, certain dots and dashes, called
diacritical marks have to be added to some letters. For easy
pronunciation while reading or reciting, in some publications,
the break-up of the transliteration is based on the phonetic
sounds and not on the basis of Sanskrit (sarmhskrta) grammar or
rules, as it should ideally be.

THE TRANSLITERATION GUIDE FOR SAMSKRTA
WORDS ACCORDING TO THIS SCHEME :

following the English alphabet sequence:

letter stands and sounds Additional
in the for in like illustrations
English Devanagari | (pronunciation) | (with
alphabet | (Sanskrit) underlining)
a ar* 0 as in son pbggr&s)ié,ngnother,
3 3T (T)* a as in master bar, car

b g b as in book ball, bear

c q ch as in check chair, catch

d < d as in Das Capital ggrt_r:_%zﬁfﬁ

d 3 d as in do date, dear

e T (“)* a as in evade best, crest

g I g as in good game, gear

h [ h as in hard hair, hear

h 3 (:)* h as in oh! Ah

i 3 (f‘)* iasinif give, live

= 3( (‘1)* ee as in feel team, keen

] E j asin jar Jane, jewel

Kk P k as in kite king, kit

1 ® [ asin Lord life, love

1 Gk 1 as in Klpti

I sk Tasinl




m q m as in man media,

m 3 ( ) )* m as in simple umbrella, dimple

n C 7 as in nose neither, nor

i g 7 as in monkey uncle

A E n as in lunch munch

n o[ n as in under thunder

6 3ﬁ (‘} )* o0 as in over rope, soap

P q p as in put pen, piano

r 4 Fas in run rain, rear

r () ras in Krsna

T () f as in nfnam

§ A sh as in shut sharp, shine

S g sh as in Krishna Righikesh

é q s as in sit sane, seen

t G t as in Tao tete-a-tete,

Taiwan

t [ t as in touch tit, tat,

1.1 3 (~9 ) * u as in full push, put

i > ( . )* 00 as in boot room

v q v as in van, avert vice, virtue

y q y as in yak yarn, yen

ai ) * ai as in Jain Kaiser

au st()* au as in Maulana Draupadi

bh %{ bh as in abhor Bhopal, Bharat

ch g chh as in catch- Chintz (a kind
him of cloth)

dh 8{ th as in this, that

breathe (hard)

dh ] dh as in godhood Dholak, Dhaka
) (Bangladesh)
gh 3| gh as in ghost Ghana

jh | z as in Zone John

kh gt kh as in khaki Sikh,

ph % ph as in photo philosophy

th q th as in thumb thin, think

th [S) th as in ant-hill Kathmandu

’ S as unwritten ‘a’

(apostrophe sound

stands for

elided a)

) SS as unwritten ‘aa’

(apostrophe sound

stands for

elided a

Also, letters | and | represent ¢J* and * respectively and F, Q, W, X,
and Z are not called to use.

Note: In samskrta, consonants represented with a stroke below e.g. as

in P (k) cannot be pronounced singly except in conjunction with, say, a
vowel marked *in the above tablee.g. ® (k) +37 (a)= & (ka). When
suffixed, each vowel is represented with a short stroke or symbol, as

shown above, in brackets. To illustrate,

T+ =D
F+3T = Pl
F+z = b
F+y = B
$+3 =P

ie.
ie.
ie.
ie.
ie.

ka
ka
ki
ki
ku

e.g.
e.g.
e.g.
e.g.
e.g.

®Ad  (kamala)
o (kavya)

feor  (kirana)
Hifd  (kirti)
$AR  (kumara)

lotus
poem

ray of light
fame

son




D+ 3=

i.e.
i.e.
i.e.

ie

i.e
i.e
i.e
i.e

ki e.g.
kr e.g.
ke e.g.
. kai e.g.
. ko e.g.
. kau e.g.
. kamh e.g.
. kah e.g.

¥ (kuobara)
] (krpalu)

R (keyura)
T (kailasa)

T (kosa)

aﬁaa"r (kaumudi)

Pad (karmbala)
®:  (kah)

ocean

merciful

bracelet

A Himalayan
Peak

treasury

moonlight

blanket

who

Rearranged Devanagari alphabet sequencewise (but with different

illustrations to avoid repetition and to re-emphasise):

Letter stands and sounds other
in the for in like illustrations
Devanagari | English (pronun- (with
(Sanskrit) | alphabet ciation) underlining)
vowels:
31 a 0 as in come but, about
3 (1) 3 a as in far arm, jar
3 (f') i i as in bit lips, tips,
é ('1‘ ) i ee as in feel sieve, teem
3(,) u u as in full truth
3 ( .—.\) 0 00 as in cool soothe
%(,) r r as in rsi may | rishi

be pronounced

as ri as in ring
() r f as in nfniam
q 1 1 as in klpti

9 1 Tasinl
T (") e a as in cake text, breast
? ('“) ai i as in mite plain, Kailas
3t (’T ) 0 0 as in note Toe , slow
(1) au ou as in count Maurya
() -~ m as in some complain
(anusvara)
3:(:) h h as in soft,
(visarga) ' half'h
S ’ as unwritten 'a'
(apostrophe sound
stands for
elided a)
SS ** (apostrophe | 28 unwritten 'aa’'
stands for sound
elided a)
Consonants:
(3 k k as in king chemistry, pick
bC kh kh as in silk hat Khartoum,
(uttered quickly Khan
together)
I g gasin go girl, God
q gh gh as in log-hut Shanghai
T i n as in sing mingle, single, ring]
q ch as in cheese
church
g ch chh as in church- | Chhota-Udaipur
hil
q ] j asin jug journey, jade
£\ jh dgeh as in Jhelum, zebra
hedgehog
El i 7 as in singe ting, arrange, syringe




< t t as in curt tea, toe
3 th th as in hot-house | lathi
g d d as in bird dirt, door, sad
[} dh dh as in red-hot damn (with
’ stronger
aspiration)
o n (cerebral) masin | shunting
’ bond (with stronger
aspiration)
q t t soft like French | Tapi, tantra,
Taimur
g th th as in thunder through, south.
[} d th as in though de Paris
g dh th as in breathe- then, there
hard
q n as in pen nurse, no
q p p asin pun public, crop
% h ph as in top-hat philosophy,
N p
feather
q b b as in bat bill, boss
q bh bh as in abhor Bharat
T m m as in marry
miracle
g y yas in young yoke, yacht
3 r 7 as in rust room, rat
o 1 [ as in lump lullaby, letter
q v vasin levy vowel, shave
£ § (palatal) s as in shame
ship
g S sh as in should shell
Aq S s as in sun son, silent
8 h h as in home hint, hold, head




